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Mashup: Varied Standards in 
One Activity 

•   Communication 8.3 The student will analyze, develop, 
and produce creative or informational media messages.  

•       Reading 8.4 The student will apply knowledge of  
word origins, analogies, and figurative language to     
extend vocabulary development within authentic texts. 

•       Writing 8.8 The student will edit writing for correct 
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence 
structure, and paragraphing. 

•       Research 8.9 The student will apply knowledge of  
appropriate reference materials to produce a research 
product. 
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Music Mashups 
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Mashup 
 A Mashup is when one or more 

images are combined with other 

images or text to create 

something new. 

 

Image created 

by Amber Dawn Bucholtz, flickr 

CCBY-2.0 
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Memes 

These images are known as 

memes (rhymes with dreams) 

when they are pushed out into 

the digi-sphere with the 

intention that the creation be 

used by others.   
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Creation image 
by Adam 
Sandberg 

Wordle adapted from the words of   from 
Kathy Dyer, and Terry Heick 

My Assessment Philosophy Illustrated in a Visual Mashup 



Vocabulary 
Mashup 
A Vocabulary Mashup (Dredger, 

2015) is the use of  available 

images and vocabulary words in 

combination to teach a 

conceptual meaning. This 

activity is a great way to teach 

citations, copyright / fair use 

expectations and to use as 

assessment for understanding of  

vocabulary. 

Image Mashup Troopers  
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Image By K. Dredger, 
CC BY-SA 2.0 



Assignment 

For this sample assignment, I asked students to create 
an image that demonstrates the vocabulary word 
“metaphor” using a metaphor from a course reading.  
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#MetaphorMashup

“All the world’s a stage, and the men and 
women merely players.” 

 – spoken by Jacques to Duke Senior in 
 As You Like It, Act II, Scene vii, line 139-140 

By William Shakespeare 

World Map by Nicolas Raymond.  
Two male actors 
by Allen H. Freeman, Jr.  
Singers and Singer With Spotlight by 
Shehal Joseph. 
Child Actor Getting Makeup by 
US Army. 
Mashup Created by K. Dredger.    
 
 

 



Sample Assignment Prompt 
for the Metaphor Mashup 

Procedure: 

•  Using a slideware program such as Google Slides or 
Powerpoint, create a visual image with two or more images 
that illustrate a metaphor from a text that you read.  
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LET’S START! 
Find a favorite metaphor. 

Open a slideware program. 
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Details: Choose and 
cite your metaphor:  
 

A quoted metaphor. 

No mistakes in the cited 

metaphor. 

Indication of  the character or 

speaker of  the metaphor. 

Author and page number (Act, 

Scene, and Line number for a 

play) 
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A great metaphor 
mashup includes: 
Two or more images arranged 
thoughtfully to indicate the 
meaning of  the metaphor. 

Clear citation including 
permission to use the images or 
indication of  Creative 
Commons licensing. 

 

Image from https://
www.flickr.com/
creativecommons/ 
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Add: 
A written explanation of  your 

creative process. 

Your name and licensing choice.  
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Artist’s Statement by Julie Jordon Scott https://www.flickr.com/
photos/juliejordanscott/5154260127/in/photolist-8RsVXV-8Rw3dG 
Used with https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/  



Publish! 

•  If  you choose, you may tweet your Metaphor 
Mashup with the hashtag #MetaphorMashup 
#SOLInstitute2015 
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Extend 
Pecha Kucha Talks and Book 

Trailers can also be created with 

similar skills. Access to a 

computer with slideware like 

Powerpoint is all that students 

need to create engaging evidence 

of  learning. 

 

Image by Johnny Goldstein, 

Flickr, CC-BY-SA2.0 
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Take-Aways 
 This assignment challenges 

students to think about 

remixing, about fair-use of  

creative property, and about self-

publishing academic work.  

 

Image by Steve Jurvetson on 

Flickr, CC-BY2.0 
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Why? 
Collaboration for creation 

Use of  out-of-school literacies 

Encouragement of  participatory 

culture in an academic instead 

of  social sense  
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Image by K. Dredger, CC BY-SA 2.0  



Equity and Access 
Instructional time dedicated to 

authentic creation in the field of  

English Language Arts can be 

considered a social justice issue. 

If  schools do not engage 

students who do not usually 

have access, it is reasonable to 

assume that the opportunity gap 

with emerging technologies will 

continue to widen. 
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Helpful Websites 
Learners Together: How to use and 

cite Creative Commons  

http://www.learnerstogether.net/home/
2009/3/11/how-to-use-and-cite-creative-
commons-resources.html 

Making Metaphor Visable 
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/

Journals/EJ/1046-jul2015/EJ1046Making.pdf  

 

21 K. Dredger, James Madison University!



22 

Alvermann, D.E. (2008). Why bother theorizing adolescents’ online literacies for classroom practice and research? 
 Journal of  Adolescent &  Adult Literacy, 52(1), 8–19. 

Beach, R., & O’Brien, D. (2008). Teaching popular culture texts in the classroom. In J. Coiro, M. Knobel, C. Lankshear, 
 & D.J. Leu, (Eds.), Handbook of  research on new literacies (pp. 775–804). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

Bhabha, Homi (2004). The location of  Culture. Routledge. 

Creative Commons Corporation. (2007). Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported.     
 URL: http://creativecommons. org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/(la st accessed 07.08. 2012). 

Eastman, G.S. (2015). Making metaphor visual: The common core, poetry, and visual literacy. English Journal, 104(6).  40-46. 

Ito, M. (2009). Hanging out, messing around, and geeking out. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.  

Kist, W. (2005). New literacies in action: Teaching and learning in multiple media (Vol. 75). Teachers College Press 

Lessig, L. (2008). Remix. Bloomsburg Academic. 

Lankshear, C., & Knobel, M. (2011). New literacies. McGraw-Hill Education (UK).  

New London Group (1996). A pedagogy of  multiliteracies: designing social futures. Harvard Educational Review (66): 60–92. 

Bibliography 

K. Dredger, James Madison University!



Thank you! 

•  Katie Dredger, James Madison University can be 
contacted at dredgemk@jmu.edu or on Twitter 
@kdredger. 
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